Winter 2018
Upcoming Meeting Dates
in 2018
(subject to change!)
May 18
June 15
July 20
z
September 21

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

Friday, January 19th at 7:30pm

Friday, February 23rd at 7:30pm

A World of Adventure at FreiSpiel!

American CBYX Student Opens Up
About Life in Germany!

Did you spend last Christmas playing
the same old games with your family
and friends? Perhaps you wished you
had different games to play without
the expense of buying new ones?

Our website is: www.nesw.de
Monthly registration:
registration@nesw.de

Since 1983 the Congress-Bundestag
Youth Exchange (PPP/CBYX) has been
affording American and German
students the privilege of spending a
year in Germany and America,
respectively, living with host families.
Immersed in a new environment,
students have the opportunity to
learn a new language, experience a
different culture, education system
and, occasionally, valuable work
experience.

Donation to
Obdach für Frauen
(OFF)

Duncan Cummins has been working as
a local area representative and
counsellor for this program, since
1993, placing 18-year-old American
vocational high school graduates with
German host families, in German high
schools and internships.

Now that we have settled the
Network’s finances for 2017,
we are delighted to be able to
once again support Obdach für
Frauen by making a donation
of €300!

Many of you will be familiar
with their second-hand shop
Boutique LeSac, founded in
2006. Located in the cellar at
Sedanstraße 22,
79098 Freiburg,
it is always worth a visit!
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Well don’t worry! Last September,
friends Thomas Krohn and Florian
Högner, who met working at the
games store in Freiburg Münsterplatz,
opened their very own games
shop/café in Freiburg-Stühlinger after
thinking about the concept for three
years.
Aptly named FreiSpiel, the store
offers more than 700 games. There
are board games, card games, games
of dice, and many more to choose
from. Customers run the gamut from
3-year-olds to pensioners, lawyers to
punks, experts to novices – all with
one thing in common – they love to
play games!
Getting our 2018 program off to a
relaxed start, Thomas Krohn will
introduce us to the concept behind
FreiSpiel. After that, it’s up to you
whether you choose to enjoy a social
evening chatting with friends, or take
advantage of playing one of the
myriad games on offer!

American CBYX student Jessica
Garcia-Ramirez will give a personal,
vivid, illustrated account of how and
when she decided to apply for this
program.
She
will
share
her
experiences thus far with orientation,
living with a host family, visiting a
German high school, interning in a
Kindergarten and an NGO, as well as
grappling with the ‘’terrible German
language’’!

Venue: Lehener Straße 15, 79106 Freiburg

Restaurant: Hotel Restaurant Rappen
am Münsterplatz, 79098 Freiburg

Please register by January 17th with
Krissy at registration@nesw.de or call
0176-2418 8321

Please register by February 21st
with Liz at registration@nesw.de or
call 0171-724 6834

A forum for communication and exchange between English-speaking women in Freiburg

MARCH

Membership Information

Friday, April 20th at 6:45pm!

Friday, March 16th at 7:30pm

Guided Tour of Historical UWC
Monastery Garden

Living with Epilepsy: A Personal
Account

30€ Annually
(due by the end of January)
17.50€ Half Yearly
(January–June, July–December)
The Mayo Clinic in the United States
describes epilepsy as a central
nervous
system
(neurological)
disorder in which brain activity
becomes abnormal, causing seizures
or periods of unusual behaviour,
sensations, and sometimes loss of
awareness. Epilepsy affects both
males and females of all races,
ethnic backgrounds and ages.

APRIL

5€ Evening Fee for
Non-Members
(to be paid at the evening’s event)
Guests and new members are
always welcome. The evening fee
is waived for first time guests

When people think of seizures, they
often think of convulsions in which a
person’s body shakes rapidly and
uncontrollably. Not all seizures
cause convulsions, and affect
different people in different ways.
Coordinating Team member Krissy,
who has been living with epilepsy
for over 15 years, will present a
personal account of her own
experiences, explaining a little bit
about epilepsy and the different
symptoms associated with seizures.

One of the central places of UWC
Robert Bosch College is the
monastery garden, which dates
back to the founding of the
historical Carthusian monastery in
1346, and has existed for more
than 500 years. Today, the 2000
square-metre area looks not unlike
its early days, and is home to a
variety of agricultural crops. Since
2015, the garden has become part
of the Swiss Foundation Pro Specie
Rara, which is committed to
protecting the cultural and genetic
diversity of plants and animals.
Together with agronomist and
pedagogue Eva-Maria Schüle, and
local Freiburg volunteers, three
teams of students work and
cultivate the garden, as part of
their service program, learning
about sustainable and organic
gardening. Students can harvest
fruit, vegetables and herbs in
summer and fall, for meals in the
shared kitchen or as required. This
calming space is also ideal for
meditation and study.

The Coordinating Team
Annette Senn : 07665-967 9171
nettesenn@web.de
Ingrid Meier : 0170-436 5572
ingrid@nesw.de
Krissy Hüstebeck : 0176-2418 8321
krissyhsv96@yahoo.de

Restaurant:
Gasthaus
Blume,
Unterdorf 2, 79112 Freiburg-Opfingen
Register by March 14th with Liz at
registration@nesw.de
or
call
0171-724 6834

Liz Müller : 0171-724 6834
lizundfranz@t-online.de
Sylvia Ruecker : 0761-514 8252
smer@bex.net

We are lucky enough to have been
invited back to UWC Robert Bosch
College for a special guided tour
through their delightful monastery
garden.
After
the
tour
(approximately one hour), we will
have dinner at Restaurant La Playa,
Schwarzwaldstraße
195,
79102
Freiburg.
Register by April 18th with
Annette at nettesenn@web.de or
call 07665-967 9171

SILKE STEPS
DOWN!

Silke Law, CT Member
September 2014–September 2017
All of us on the CT are very sorry that
Silke has made the difficult decision to
step down after three years on the
Team. Wanting to spend more time
with her two young boys whilst juggling
a
career
as
a
paediatrician,
administering much-needed help to
refugees, and immersing herself in a
project involving her local village,
Silke certainly has her hands full.
Without a doubt, we will miss Silke’s
enthusiasm, creativity, attention to
detail and her professionalism. At the
same time, we are happy that she will
now be able to spend relaxing evenings
‘off duty’ with all her Network friends!
We wish Silke all the very best for the
future!

KATHARINE TO
STEP DOWN!
Katharine Teicher, CT Member
September 2016 – December 2017
Just before Christmas, we received the
sad news that Katharine’s work
commitments, including a series of
exams she must undertake in the New
Year, are making it increasingly
difficult for her to properly fulfill her
duties on the Coordinating Team. After
long consideration, she has, therefore,
decided to step down from the Team.

All of us on the Team will miss
Katharine’s thoughtfulness, cheerful
disposition, and eagerness to jump in
whenever necessary. We wish her all
the very best with her exams next
year, and every success for the future,
and look forward to seeing her at
Network evenings again later in the
year.

WELCOME
ABOARD SYLVIA!
Sylvia was born in Toledo, Ohio, USA
to
German
immigrants.
From
childhood to graduation, Sylvia
preserved her German heritage with
frequent visits to her relatives in
Germany.
In 1978, she graduated from the
University of Toledo with a Marketing
and Management degree and moved
to the West Coast, where her first
position was in the automotive
replacement parts industry in sales.
She then worked in the buying office
of a Northwest department store
chain.

CHRISTMAS
PARTY FUN!

Obtaining her German passport in
1990, Sylvia moved to Europe to
travel and look for job opportunities.
Three years later, she moved back to
Toledo to take over the management
of an industrial electronic sensor
company, allowing her to continue
travelling regularly to Europe.
In 2010, on one such trip, Sylvia met
her German husband-to-be on a
deserted railway platform in BadenBaden. Three years later, they were
married! She now divides her time
between her job in Ohio, and
Merzhausen, where she lives 9 to 10
months of the year with her husband.
Sylvia’s hobbies include travelling,
good food and wine, and hiking.

